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 e-mail – Rickgratton@cinw.org.uk  

Rev Bev Reaney    Tel: 07866 659534            

e-mail - BevReaney@cinw.org.uk 

Rev Lisa Spratt e-mail – lisaspratt@cinw.org.uk 

Christoph Aukland 

*** 

Safeguarding Officer -  

  Tony Mullins    email: tony.mullins52@gmail.com     

 

Magazine Editor – 

 Rhodri Alun Jones     e-mail: llanmagazine@btconnect.com  

 

Pattern of Services 

Sunday     9am -   Said Eucharist – St Michael’s 

     9.45am –  Holy Eucharist – St John’s 

                   10:30am - Sung Eucharist – St Michael’s 

                   6pm -      Holy Eucharist – St Cynwyd’s 

Tuesday    10am -  Holy Eucharist – St Cynfelyn’s 

                   7pm - Contemporary Service - St David’s     

                                (2nd Tuesday of the month only) 

Wednesday 10am -   Holy Eucharist – St Michael’s 

Friday 10:30am -  Eucharist/Warm Hub –St David’s 

mailto:Rickgratton@cinw.org.uk
mailto:BevReaney@cinw.org.uk
mailto:lisaspratt@cinw.org.uk
mailto:tony.mullins52@gmail.com
mailto:llanmagazine@btconnect.com


3 

 

From Your Vicar 

There is something wonderfully simple about Christmas. 

Beneath the tinsel, the lights, the shopping lists and the school 

concerts, we return each year to the heart of it all: a baby. Not a 

king born into splendour, not a warrior arriving with armies, but 

a child laid in a manger. Quite simply, God’s gift of Christmas 

was the baby Jesus. 

We often talk a lot about giving at this time of year – what to get 

for loved ones, how much to spend, whether we’ve ordered 

enough for the dinner table. But God’s Christmas gift wasn’t 

wrapped in ribbon, didn’t come with instructions, batteries 

included or excluded. God gave Himself in vulnerability, love 

and hope. A gift we didn’t ask for, didn’t deserve, and could 

never repay. 

And yet that’s the beauty of it. The greatest gift has already 

been given to us long before we ever thought of giving anything 

back. Christmas is not about what we offer God, but about what 

God has offered us. 

Later in this magazine you’ll find an article about giving within 

our churches. It’s important, of course, that we support our 

churches - places that share the message of Jesus, welcome 

our children, comfort our grieving, and create community. But 

before we think about what we may give, we must first 

remember what we have already been given. 

Our giving is not a duty to pay a bill, or a subscription fee for 

religion. It’s a RESPONSE: a Thank You, an act of worship, a 

reflection of God’s generosity. It’s our way of saying, “We have 

received a gift beyond measure — and we want others to know 

that gift too.” 

So, this Christmas, may your homes be filled with peace, your 

tables with laughter, and your hearts with the wonder that God 
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Himself came close. And may our giving — of time, love, 

kindness, faith and support — be shaped not by what we feel 

we must do, but by the joy of what we have received. 

A very blessed and joyful Christmas to you all! 

Rev Rick 

 

From Your Vicar II 

My favourite Christmas carol! 

There are so many wonderful choices, 

and I love that I get to gorge on singing 

them for just a few weeks a year; long 

enough to really appreciate them, but not 

so long as to tire of them.  

I love the triumphalism of Hark the Herald 

Angels’ Sing – Jesus has come to save 

the world, that’s great news and we’re 

going to sing as loudly as we can about it! I love O Come All Ye 

Faithful especially at the end of Midnight Mass, in the first hour 

of Christmas Day, when you get to sing the final verse, “Yea, 

Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning”. It’s like a reward 

for those of us who have made it to Church on the feast of 

Christmas itself. I love that children still seem to know Away in 

a Manger and there is something magical about hearing their 

young voices singing those old words.  

I love them all, but my favourite is It Came Upon the Midnight 

Clear.  

I love the melody, but even more I love the words, which 

somehow manage to be heart-breaking and hopeful at the 

same time. It was written in 1849 by Edmund Sears, an 
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American Pastor and anti-slavery reformer from 

Massachusetts. He wrote the carol during a period of personal 

sadness, and with news of revolution in Europe and the United 

States' war with Mexico fresh in his mind, Sears portrayed the 

world as dark, full of “sin and strife,” and not hearing the 

Christmas message.  

What is interesting is that when you look closely at the words 

you see that the focus is not on Bethlehem or the first 

Christmas, but on the here and now. And although it was 

written to reflect the world as it was 175 years ago, it could just 

as easily have been written for our world today.  

It feels like the war in Ukraine will never end, and the sin and 

strife of the world is only too clear all around us. We too long for 

peace, just as Edmund Sears longed for peace.  

For me, this carol is also a prayer, and I sing it as such. It is a 

prayer for peace in our world, and a reminder that whatever we 

face in this life, if we can just pause and listen, there are angel 

voices to be heard. Angel voices with good news to tell. The 

fourth verse is often omitted, which is a shame. Many people 

find Christmas difficult. It can heighten family tensions or be a 

too painful reminder of loved ones no longer with us. If you are 

finding life hard, then Christmas can easily make things feel 

worse. If that’s you, then maybe verse four will help. It says:  

And ye, beneath life’s crushing load,  

Whose forms are bending low,  

Who toil along the climbing way  

With painful steps and slow:  

Look now! For glad and golden hours  

Come swiftly on the wind:  

O rest beside the weary road,  

and hear the angels sing. 
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As we sing all the carols this Christmas, let’s sing them as 

prayers for peace in our world, and strengthen our own resolve 

to be peacemakers. And let’s join with Edmund Sears in hoping 

and longing for a world… 

“when peace shall over all the earth  

its ancient splendours fling,  

and all the world give back the song  

which now the angels sing”. 

May the peace of the Christ child be with you this 

Christmastide. 

With love & prayers 

Vicar Bev  

 

Seasonal Greetings from your Curate… 

As I write this (at the end of November) I am surrounded by images 

and experiences of Christmas and we are not yet in Advent! 

“No…!”, I hear you say, it’s too early to be talking about the C word 

(Christmas)! I would usually agree with you but there is a reason for 

me dressing in my Nativity dress before Christmas or even Advent. 

This week St David’s Church has been filled with children of all 

ages. It has been a joy to welcome  children from our local primary 

schools and their teachers to the Christmas Experience. By the time 

the week is over we would have seen over 300 children. 

The Christmas Experience is thinking about what happened to the 

people in the Christmas Story, thinking about how they may have 

felt? From Mary’s visitation from the angel to the blazing light 

dazzling the Shepherds on the hillside. The children are 

encouraged to think about the expectation, the various stages of the 

Christmas Story and the final Gift given to us by God. The gift of our 

Saviour Jesus Christ.   
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The children also learn about Advent, the season of waiting, the 

season of preparation, the season of waiting with hope and being 

alert. Advent is the quiet breath before the joy of the Christ Child, 

the darkness before the light that shone out into the world and 

waiting for the joy of the Christ child.  

While the weeks leading up to Christmas often become crowded 

with activity, Advent asks us to: wait, watch, and hope. 

At its heart, Advent is about expectation. It remembers the long 

yearning of generations who waited for the Messiah, holding onto 

promises that seemed impossibly distant. Their hope was not 

passive; it was trust lived out in the midst of uncertainty. In this way, 

Advent teaches us that waiting is not empty time but formative time 

- time in which hope is strengthened, desires clarified, and faith 

deepened. 

Advent is also about light. Each candle on the Advent wreath 

pushes back the darkness a little more, reminding us that even 

small, steady flames matter. The world still knows shadows - fear, 

injustice, loneliness, exhaustion. Advent doesn’t ignore them. 

Instead, it tells the truth: light is coming, light has come, and light 

will come again. 

There is also a profoundly personal dimension to Advent. It asks us 

to consider what it means for Christ to enter not only the world but 

our own lives - our habits, our relationships, our choices, our hidden 

places. Advent whispers that God does not wait for us to be ready 

or perfect; God steps into real, imperfect human experience. This 

transforms waiting from a passive posture into an invitation to 

prepare room - room for peace, for compassion, for courage, for 

joy. 

Ultimately, Advent is a season of hope grounded in reality. It holds 

both the “already” and the “not yet” - the joy of Christ’s birth and the 

longing for all things to be made new. It teaches us that hope is not 
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simply optimism but trust that light is stronger than darkness, that 

promises will be fulfilled, and that God is still at work in the quiet, 

slow places of the world and of our hearts. To reflect on Advent is to 

remember that we are a people who wait: 

 not with despair, but with expectation;  

 not with fear, but with courage; 

 not with uncertainty, but with hope. 

This Advent season I ask you to ponder what Advent means to you.  

How do you prepare for the coming of the Christ Child?  

Wishing you all a joyful, peaceful and blessed advent and 

Christmastide. 

Pob bendith  Rev Lisa xx                                                                                                    

 

From your Editor 

I saw a cartoon in a newspaper recently depicting St George 

returning to England to answer the call of his people, greeted 

by a crowd waving his flag. Hearing that he is from Turkey and 

the son of a Palestinian and a Syrian etc, the crowd turn 

against their saint and chant “Get Out of England!” 

The English national flag, the flag of St George, has had a bit of 

a battering this year and is beginning to have some very 

negative associations for many of us. (It was the same with the 

Union flag a few years ago after a certain referendum - but let’s 

not get into that!). As I noted last month, it's been sad and very 

worrying this year to see the continued rise in nationalist 

sentiment – protest marches, rallies, riots etc - fuelled by our 

complicated and continuing immigration/small boat issues. If 
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nothing else, perhaps a little empathy with those trying to reach 

our shores wouldn’t go amiss? 

At Christmastime we remember the story of the Holy Family - of 

Joseph and his heavily pregnant fiancée Mary’s long journey to 

Bethlehem, battling fatigue and braving the dangers of the road 

such as bandits and wild animals. How they faced hostility 

when they got there (unmarried mother alert!) and were forced 

to bed down in a humble stable, where Mary’s boy was born 

and laid in a grimy manger. 

I wonder what that story would look like if it had happened not 

2000 years ago, but in 2025AD? If Mary and Joseph’s 

hazardous and desperate journey across Europe led them to 

the criminal boat gangs? If they survived the journey to get to 

our shores only to face hostile crowds? If they were herded into 

a grimy hotel, where Mary’s boy was born? If their visitors were 

not Three Wise Men or excited shepherds, but Three Dour 

Immigration Officials and a gang of violent protesters, waving 

St George’s flag and setting fire to the bins? 

 

I pray that this Christmas and in the New Year, we all find some 

of that empathy and bring some calmness, perspective and 

compassion to the immigration debate, so that the issues that 

surround it can be resolved with level heads and with Christ’s 

instruction to love our neighbour foremost in mind. Then maybe 
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we could live again in a nation that St George, St David, St 

Andrew and St Patrick would be proud to represent again. 

Wishing you all a peaceful Advent and a Happy Christmas 

Rhodri 

 

Events in December 

See page 35 for the list of Advent and Christmas Services 

Advent Lunches at St Michael’s Crypt 12-1:00pm  

Thurs 4th, Wed 10th & Thurs 18th  

Preceded by the Advent Study Group Prophecy – Permission 

to Dream in the Crypt foyer 11:15-12noon 

Saturday 6th – Messy Church, Noddfa, Glyncorrwg, 10:30am 

Tuesday 9th - Contemporary Service at St David’s, 7pm     

    followed by Fellowship in the Pub 

Thurs 11th to Sun 14th – Christmas Tree Festival 10am - 4pm 

     (see page 14 for details) 

Tuesday 16th – Bible Study, 7.30pm, St Michaels’ Crypt 

Friday 19th – Vicar’s Christmas Party, St Michael’s Crypt, 7pm 

Tuesday 23rd – Sanctuary in St David’s, 7pm 

 

Calendar and Readings for December 

Sunday 7th – The Second Sunday of Advent 

  Isaiah 11. 1-10    Psalm 72. 1-7, [18-19] 

  Romans 15. 4-13   Matthew 3. 1-12 

 

Sunday 14th – The Third Sunday of Advent 
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  Isaiah 35. 1-10    Psalm 146. 5-10 

    Or Canticle – Magnificat (Luke 1. 47-53) 

  James 5. 7-10    Matthew 11. 2-11 

 

Sunday 21st – The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  Isaiah 7. 10-16    Psalm 80. 1-7, [17-19] 

  Romans 1. 1-7    Matthew 1. 18-25 

 

Wednesday 24th – Christmas Eve 

  2 Samuel 7. 1-5, 8-11, 16 Psalm 89. 2, 21-27 

  Acts 13. 16-26    Luke 1. 67-79 

 

Thursday 25th – The Nativity of our Lord 

  Isaiah 9. 2-7    Psalm 96 

  Titus 2. 11-14    Luke 2. 1-14, [15-20] 

 

Friday 26th – Stephen, Deacon and First Martyr 

  2 Chronicle 24. 20-22  Psalm 119. 161-168 

  Acts 7. 51-60    Matthew 23. 34-39 

 

Sunday 28th – The First Sunday of Christmas 

  Isaiah 63. 7-9          Psalm 148 or 148. 7-14 

  Hebrews 2. 10-18   Matthew 2. 13-23 
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Parish Notes 

 
1,000 × 664 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice! Let 
your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.” 

Philippians 4:4-5 

 

Anyone who has seen a Cruise ship sail by must have admired 

how such a vast vessel can cut through the waves so smoothly, 

serenely and majestically. However inside these ships are 

hundreds of officers and crew furiously bustling about and a 

million working parts frantically ticking over and making sure 

the whole thing doesn’t sink like a brick. A Ministry Area is a bit 

like that – it’s smooth running entirely dependent on the hard 

work of the clergy and a team of volunteers, each putting in a 

great deal of effort, time, sweat and tears. 

Three of these invaluable volunteers have decided to call it a 

day – Dr Ann Morgan, Ceri Ann Morgan and Lynne Davies. 

Our Lay Chair, Dr Ann Morgan, stepped down from her role in 

November. Ann served initially alongside Rev Martyn, presiding 

over a difficult time financially for the MA that led to church 

closures (it was heartbreaking enough to attend that particular 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Funsplash.com%2Fs%2Fphotos%2Fadvent&psig=AOvVaw0sEu6uXZw5hUijE9Ul-dRA&ust=1698769576036000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBEQjRxqFwoTCNjF4PqXnoIDFQAAAAAdAAAAABA2
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meeting, when it was decided, how much more stressful must it 

have been to chair it?). Last year, she welcomed Rev Rick and 

has unreservedly promoted the more positive developments for 

the MA that have developed in recent months, including the 

reopening of two closed churches. There have also been 

numerous meetings to attend both ‘at home’ and ‘away’ and 

some serious decisions to make. All MAC members will, I’m 

sure, agree that Ann’s presence at meetings has been a 

calming and reassuring one, whatever the circumstances.  

In addition to these duties, Ann has also found the time to serve 

alongside her good friend Ceri Ann Morgan as St Michael’s 

Subwarden for a number of years. Both ladies have worked 

diligently behind the scenes to keep the church afloat in the 

face of flooding, electrical and heating problems, mysteriously 

sinking church grounds and raising Crypt floors and have 

proved adept at preventing the St Michael’s sub-committee 

meetings from descending into chaos. Dr Ann has recently 

been ploughing through grant application forms to try and 

secure funding for a new heating system for the St Michael’s.  

Ceri Ann has also been working as Secretary to the MAC and 

as the MA’s office administrator, alongside Lynne Davies, 

performing the many and varied admin tasks that an MA of our 

size demands, not least printing off copies of this magazine 

(excellent work!), taking and distributing minutes of meetings, 

compiling data for the Diocese on church attendance figures 

and taking cash to bank in Port Talbot.  

Between them, the contribution to the smooth running of the 

Ministry Area that Ann, Ceri Ann and Lynne have made 

remains incalculable. They will surely be missed. Their service 

was carried out often in the background in ways that remained 

largely unseen by the general congregation – our undying 
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thanks go to the three of them for everything they have done for 

us over the years. Diolch o’n galon! 

 

Christmas Tree and Craft Festival 

The annual four day Christmas Tree Festival 

returns to St Michael’s Church this year 

between Thursday 11th - Sunday 14th 

December 2025 (10am – 4pm Thursday 

to Saturday). Prepare to be dazzled by the wondrous 

array of Christmas trees about 

the church - each sponsored by 

a church, school, business or 

organisation of our community – 

and also to delight in the mix of 

school/children’s choirs from 

across the community 

performing over the weekend.   

Meanwhile downstairs in the Crypt, there will be a range of 

wonderful handmade crafts (made by the fair ladies of the 

Mothers’ Union and other parishioners) on sale, as well as 

homemade cakes and pastries, tea and coffee, mince pies and 

other treats. 

The Festival will conclude on the Sunday evening with a 

service of readings and community carol singing which will be 

led by St Michael’s Choir. The Grand Raffle will be drawn in the 

Crypt following the service – raffle tickets are currently available 

to buy and sell. 

This event is an important part of our Ministry Area’s outreach 

work in the community, an opportunity to bring children and 
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adults into the church to see what we’re all about. To be a 

success, the festival always needs willing volunteers. Help is 

needed in making the refreshments, looking after stalls and 

stewarding in the church. If you are able to help in any way 

then please get in touch with Sue Thomas or any of the Festival 

committee. Thank you. 

Remembrance 2025 

On Remembrance Sunday, 9th November 2025, a substantial 

congregation gathered to honour the Fallen at St Michael’s 

Church. The service was led by Rev Rick, who is Chaplain to 

the Maesteg branch of the Royal Legion, and among the 

dignitaries present were our Senedd Member Huw Irranca-

Davies MS and Mayor of Maesteg, Councillor Gavin Thomas. 

Also present were representatives of the British Legion, the 

armed forces, cadets and the police. St Michael’s Choir, under 

the leadership of Sue Heffey, contributed the Introit For the 

Fallen and the anthem God Be in My Head by John Rutter.  

Following the service in the church, many of those present 

braved the weather and gathered outside in Brynmawr Place to 

march down along Talbot Street to the War Memorial to join 

those already assembled there. There the Last Post and 

Reveille were played and the two minute silence observed at 

11am. Wreathes were laid at the Memorial by bearers 

representing the towns political parties, services, schools, 

churches, businesses, institutions and organisations.  

Rev Bev led the service at the Caerau War Memorial, in 

Caerau Square. It was wonderful that so many of the 

community of Caerau turned out to support the service and pay 

their respects to the Fallen, in spite of the poor weather. 
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Rev Lisa and Christoph led the Remembrance Service at St 

John’s Church Glyncorrwg. After the service all present 

processed to the village Memorial Green where the Act of 

Remembrance was held and many organisations laid a wreath.  
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On Remembrance Day itself, Tuesday 11th, Rev Rick returned 

to Talbot Street to lead a short service at the War Memorial 

accompanied by members of the Royal British Legion and the 

public.  

In the week leading up to Remembrance, St David’s was visited 

by pupils from Ysgol Cynwyd Sant to speak to members of the 

Royal British Legion and lay poppies in the church grounds and 

in the Garden of Remembrance.  St Cynwyd’s opened its doors 

to display the work of pupils of Llangynwyd Primary School and 

for visitors to admire the incredible cascade of poppies (see St 

Cynwyd’s Notes for more on this). 

Many thanks to everyone who worked to make all these 

observances and events so meaningful. Thanks also to South 

Wales Police, South Wales Fire Service and BCBC for 

arranging and managing the necessary road closures on 

Remembrance Sunday.  

Vicar’s Christmas Party 

Rev Rick will be hosting his annual 

Christmas Party in St Michael’s 

Crypt on Friday 19th December from 

7pm.  

Don’t miss the social event of the 

year - there will be live music and 

dancing, food and drink, lots of fun 

and, no doubt, a Vicar in a festive 

hat!  
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Advent Lunches 

Throughout Advent, Tony Mullins and 

Sue Thomas and their helpers will be 

providing lunch at St Michael’s Crypt on 

the afternoons of Thursday 4th, 

Wednesday 10th and Thursday 18th 

from 12 to 1pm. These lunchtime sittings 

have always proved to be a popular way 

of enjoying good food - warming cawl or 

filled baked potatoes - and good 

companionship.  

After her visit last year, Bishop Mary will 

again be calling in on the last lunch 

before Christmas, Thursday 18th 

December. Also in attendance on that 

day will be the Mothers’ Union Welsh 

Provincial President Sue Rivers. 

There is no charge, but any donations 

would be gratefully received and will be 

split between the Mother’s Union and 

Invisible Walls. A warm welcome and 

warm food awaits! 

 

Advent Study Group 

Prior to enjoying physical nourishment at the Lunches (see above), 

there is also the opportunity for some spiritual nourishment 

immediately beforehand. Rev Bev is running an Advent Study 

Group in the Crypt foyer entitled Prophesy – Permission to Dream 

from 11:15am to midday. Please don’t worry if you missed the first 

session – all are welcome! 
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Llynfi Valley Churches Together  

 

 

Llynfi Valley Churches Together  - 
A New Vision for Ministry in the 
Llynfi Valley 

 

 

Llynfi Valley Churches Together will once again be hosting the 

annual events of the Blessing of the Nativity Crib and Retelling 

the Christmas story with carols: 

Blessing of the Crib in the Market Square. 

A short service of Blessing of the Crib will take place on 29th 

November at 10.30am, where we will be joined by the children 

of St Mary and St Patrick’s school, who will be singing some 

carols.    

Retelling the Nativity Story and Carols in the Market 

Square 

The Retelling of the Nativity Story will take place at 11am on 

13th December 2025. This year we will be working in 

collaboration with Bridgend Council who are hosting a 

Christmas Food and Craft Fayre in the Market Square on the 

same day. The event will start with the telling for the Nativity 

Story followed by Carols, and then everyone attending can 

enjoy the sights and smells of the Christmas Market. 

It would be lovely to see as many people as possible from our 

MA at these events.   

Pat Blackwell – Secretary LVCT 
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Mothers’ Union 

On Monday 10th November, 

our speaker was Mr Corin 

Morgan–Armstrong, the Director of Invisible Walls.   

Until this meeting, personally, I had very little knowledge of this 

organisation, what it stood for, and what effect it had on the 

people that it served, but as the story unfolded, and the facts 

and statistics were revealed, eventually, we all had ‘lumps in 

our throats’, and tears in our eyes.   

We heard the story of a little 6 year old boy who was so badly 

affected by his father’s imprisonment that he was starving 

himself - and all he wanted was a cwtch from his Dad and for 

him to be proud of him. 

You can go to Invisible Walls website at invisiblewalls.co.uk – 

‘Who We Are’ but for those who are not ‘computer savvy,’ their 

opening statement is: “The Invisible Walls story began back in 

2006 at HMP Parc in Bridgend South Wales, under the name of 

Parc Supporting Families whose mission was quite simply to 

provide support, guidance and tangible help to people in prison, 

who wanted to rebuild or retain their relationships with their 

children and loved ones in the community.” 

As a Mothers’ Union we have agreed to help supply selection 

boxes for these children for Christmas. If you would like to 

donate one (only a small one costing about £1) or if you would 

like to donate towards the cost of buying them, we will gladly 

collect donations until the end of this month. 

Everyone likes a ‘happy ending’ at Christmas – and the happy 

ending for the young lad in the clip that we saw was: 

• His father became more involved in his life, (and they even 

had a parents evening in the prison) 

• He started eating again 
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• The Dad went on to take a degree  

This family will not have Christmas dinner together until the 

child is an adult – but, hopefully, the circle has been broken and 

both will enjoy fulfilling lives touched by the care they have 

been shown.   

This year the Deanery Advent Service will be in Laleston (not 

Pencoed, as was stated previously,) at 2pm Monday 1st 

December. 

Last but not least - our Christmas Lunch, will be on Monday 

15th  December  at the Old House. 

On 11th to 14th December, in St Michael’s Church, 

the Ministry Area will be holding its Annual 

Christmas Tree Festival  – so it will be marigolds   

and teabags to the ready to provide the 

refreshments for the children who will participate, and the 

family and friends who will come to support them.  The catering 

and stall management is not exclusive to the Mothers’ Union, 

so please, if you are able, come along and give a hand, you will 

be most welcome.  

Christmastime is a time of great joy for many, but also a time of 

great pain and loneliness for others, so please keep everyone 

in your prayers, that they may all see the wonder of Christ, and 

not just the glitter of the lights and the pretty gifts. 

As we move into 2026, please pray for all our clergy, and 

everyone who supports the Ministry Area in any way, that we 

may march forward, with confidence, so that we may enjoy the 

wonderful gifts, that God is excited about revealing to us. 

A Merry Christmas to one and all, and a Happy, Healthy, 

New Year. 

Take care and God bless, Lynne 
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Christmas 

Experience 

As I mentioned in my 

letter to you all, this 

week St David’s 

Church has been filled 

with children 

‘Experiencing 

Christmas’.  This is an 

interactive experience for them to think about what happened in the 

Christmas Story.   

From discussing what Advent means, to imagining how Mary must 

have felt when the Angel visited her, to how the Shepherds felt 

when they heard the news of the new baby King to the Wise Men 

and the journey that Mary and Joseph had to Travel. 

The children appeared to enjoy every minute, from taking part in all 

stations, decorating an angel to hang on their tree at home and 

writing down what gift they would give Baby Jesus (there were a lot 

of diamonds, X-boxes, rabbits and teddies mentioned this year).  

Some children said they would give love, friendship, respect and 

kindness - how wonderful is that? We then discussed how we can 

show Jesus’ love to others, whether in school or at home. 

This year we had a visit from Garth 

Flying Start Playgroup and their 

parents; the toddlers enjoyed the 

experience.   

A huge Thank You to all of the 

volunteers who manned the 

stations and spoke to the children. 

Without you, we would not be able 

to deliver this to the children. We are blessed with a wonderful 

Children’s Ministry team who always come forward to bring the 

Gospel to the young people of our valleys.  
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Thanks also go to the schools who have taken part this year – 

Ysgol Cynwyd Sant, Llangynwyd Primary, Cwmfelin Primary, Garth 

Flying Start Playgroup and Plasnewydd Primary. 

Pob bendith  Rev Lisa xx 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Messy Church  

The Messy Church at the Noddfa Community Centre on 

Saturday 15th November had a ‘Glyncorrwg Flock’ theme. 

There were the usual fun crafts and food and, this time, a visit 

from Humbug the Sheep! Thanks to everyone who volunteered 

and came along.  

The Christmas Messy Church takes place on Saturday 6th 

December – St Nicholas’ Day!         - at Noddfa, Glyncorrwg. 
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Christian Aid 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About This Carol… 

Christmas is Coming is a brief but spirited carol often sung as a 

round, making it especially popular with children’s choirs and 

school programs. Its origins are rooted in English folk tradition, 

and while its exact author is unknown, the song has been 

passed down through generations as a playful way to build 

anticipation for Christmas Day. 
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The lyrics are simple and catchy: “Christmas is coming, the 

goose is getting fat, please put a penny in the old man's hat…” 

The carol blends gentle humour with a subtle nudge 

toward generosity, encouraging listeners to think of others 

during the season of giving. The line about the “old man's 

hat” is often interpreted as a reminder to care for those in 

need. 

Because of its repetitive structure and compact melody, the 

song is perfect for group singing and can be adapted with 

variations, harmonies, or added verses. It’s not a showstopper, 

but rather one of those cosy little tunes that sneaks into your 

head and brings a smile. 

Whether sung in a living room with family or at a Christmas 

Concert, Christmas is Coming adds a sprinkle of tradition and a 

dash of whimsy to any Christmas gathering. 

The world is in a mess, so please remember those in need, 

both at home, and abroad this Christmas.  

A huge ‘Thank You’ to everyone who has supported Christian 

Aid in 2024, and we hope and pray, for your continued support 

in 2025. 

A Merry Christmas, and a Happy, Healthy, New Year to you all. 

Take care and God bless 

Lynne pp Christian Aid Team 

 

Eco Church 

Are you Up to Date with the Debate about a Nuclear Power 

Plant for our Valley? 

As your Ministry Area Eco Lead, I want to be sure that you are 

kept informed of the plans for a Micro Nuclear Power Plant in 
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the Llynfi Valley, as well as the campaign to oppose it, 

sponsored by Friends of the Earth Cymru. 

Last Energy, an American 

company, is planning to site a 

prototype 80MW nuclear power 

plant on the site of the old coal fired 

power plant, behind the Paper Mill 

and between Llangynwyd and 

Coytrahen. This would be the first of its kind in the UK and one 

of a very few such plants across the world. Last Energy aims to 

deliver the first nuclear module to the plant by 2027, with a full 

planning application needed by February 2026. The plant will 

operate for 42 years, with the nuclear modules remaining on 

site for a further 7 years prior to being apparently disposed of 

elsewhere. The electricity generated would provide affordable 

power to local industries, not the domestic market. The 

company states that the plant would provide clean energy, and 

a certain amount of local employment.  

Last Energy has already hosted some local consultation 

sessions, two of which I have attended. 

For more information on this project, check it out on 

https://www.cleanenergyllynfi.wales/ 

More recently, Michael Williams, Phyl Gordon Harlowe and I 

attended a public meeting hosted by Friends of the Earth 

Cymru, where some of the concerns about this project were 

raised. These included Last Energy ’s lack of a proven track 

record in this industry, scepticism about the actual opportunities 

for local employment and concerns around the 

decommissioning process and the removal and storage of 

nuclear waste. 

https://www.cleanenergyllynfi.wales/
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This was alongside concerns raised about the impact upon 

local wildlife, the Llynfi river and the surrounding farmland and 

the potential impact of radioactivity on the nearby communities. 

We also learned that the proposed site is actually on a flood 

plain, which could also present a safety risk.  

For more information on the Friends of the Earth Cymru 

sponsored ‘No Nuclear Cwm Llynfi’ campaign please visit 

https://foe.cymru and use the search button to locate the 

campaign. Alternatively, email nonuclearllynfi@gmail.com if you 

want to be involved in the campaign.  

Heather Edwards 

 

Giving in a Complicated Age 

– “God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:6–11) 

   Introduction – The Simpler Days 

There was a time when giving to church was simple. You came on 

Sunday, put a few coins in the plate, maybe popped an envelope in 

the bag, and that was that. 

Now, giving has become almost as complicated as ordering a 

coffee at Costa. We’ve got Gift Aid, standing orders, card machines, 

QR codes, text-to-donate links — and somewhere, someone is still 

trying to find the right button on the contactless machine! 

It’s progress, apparently. 

But for many of us, it can feel like you need an IT degree just to 

tithe. 

      How Things Have Changed 

Let’s face it — we live in a cashless world. Many people don’t even 

carry coins anymore. Some of us used to put £2 in the plate every 

week. Now we tap a card for £4.20 for a coffee without thinking 

twice. 

https://foe.cymru/
mailto:nonuclearllynfi@gmail.com
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The trouble is, church giving hasn’t always kept pace with how the 

world handles money. When you paid in cash, you saw and felt 

what you gave. It was physical. You noticed it leaving your hand. 

But when it’s direct debit, it just disappears quietly in the 

background like Netflix or Spotify. It’s faithful, yes — but we can 

forget that it’s even happening. 

That’s why the Kingdom Season gave us a chance to stop, think 

and review what and how we give. 

      Giving in God’s Kingdom – Not About Method, But Meaning 

God doesn’t mind whether we give by envelope, contactless, or 

camel delivery (if you’re feeling biblical). What matters is the heart 

behind it. 

Jesus didn’t say, “God loves a giver with a working chip-and-pin 

machine.” He said, “God loves a cheerful giver.” 

Technology may change, but generosity is timeless. The way we 

give has become complicated, but the reason we give hasn’t 

changed one bit: We give because God gave first. 

       Relatable Examples – Counting the Cost 

We all know how much prices have risen: 

• A pint of milk that used to be 30p is now nearly £1. 

• A Mars chocolate bar costs four times what it did when some 

of us were kids. 

• And you can’t get out of a café without spending a fiver on 

something with froth on top. 

Yet sometimes our giving has stayed the same for 20 years. If our 

coffee budget has gone up, but our offering hasn’t — that says 

something about priorities. 

That’s not said to guilt anyone, but to remind us that God’s 

Kingdom is worth investing in. 

    A Growing Vision for the Ministry Area 
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Now, having been here about seventeen months, I hope you can 

see what we’ve been working towards — the vision and change 

that’s slowly taking shape across our five churches. We’re not just 

holding the line; we’re building something that has a future. A 

Ministry Area where each congregation keeps its identity and 

history, but where together, we share resources, ideas, people and 

mission. 

That’s why this moment — this Kingdom Season — is also about 

confidence. Confidence to invest in what God is doing among us 

as a group. When you give, you’re not just supporting one building 

or one service — you’re helping the whole Ministry Area grow into 

something stronger, more visible, more connected, and more alive 

in faith. 

      Why the Church Needs It 

Let’s be honest. Churches still have bills. 

The heating doesn’t run on faith alone (though some of us have 

tried). Insurance, ministry, mission, maintenance — it all costs. 

But the real reason we give isn’t to pay bills. It’s to build 

something eternal. 

We give so that the Gospel can still be preached, the lonely can still 

find a home, the hungry can still be fed, and the next generation 

can still know Jesus. 

That’s not just keeping the lights on. That’s keeping the light 

shining. 

      The Gift Aid Puzzle 

Then, of course, there’s Gift Aid. A brilliant system — once you 

understand it! For every pound we give, the government adds 25p if 

we’re taxpayers. 

But the number of people who’ve signed the form, then forgotten if 

they’re still valid, or aren’t sure if their address changed — well, we 

could fill a small parish hall just sorting that out. 
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It’s one of those examples of how modern life has made something 

generous administratively exhausting. 

Yet it’s worth it. That 25% can make the difference between 

keeping a ministry running and having to stop it. 

     Giving as a Spiritual Habit 

Maybe the question this season isn’t just “how much” we give, but 

how intentionally we give. When it’s automated, we can lose the 

connection. So what if each month, when that direct debit goes out, 

we paused for ten seconds and prayed: 

“Lord, use this for your Kingdom.” 

That’s how we keep generosity from becoming just another line on 

a bank statement. 

       Light Humour – Digital Discipleship 

There’s a joke that in the early Church, the disciples gave 

everything they had. Today, we give everything except our PIN 

number. 

Maybe the apostles would look at us and say, “You’ve invented 

incredible technology — now use it for good.” And they’d be right. 

Because even contactless giving can be sacred when it’s done with 

a thankful heart. 

      The Kingdom Call 

The Kingdom Season asks us to think about Christ’s reign — not 

just in the heavens, but in our hearts and homes. If He’s King, then 

every part of life belongs to Him — including our wallets, our direct 

debits, and our debit cards. 

When we give, we’re saying: 

“Lord, I trust that your Kingdom matters more than my comfort.” 

That’s discipleship in real terms — not just words, but pounds and 

pence that proclaim His lordship. 
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                     Closing Reflection 

Giving isn’t about paying God off. It’s about saying thank you. 

Thank you for life, for grace, for mercy, and for the church — His 

hands and feet on earth. 

So yes, giving has become complicated. But the heart of it remains 

simple: God gave to us, and we give back. 

Whether you give by standing order, envelope, or tap — the 

important thing is to give joyfully, prayerfully, and intentionally. 

   Closing Prayer 

Lord of all, 

We thank You for the countless ways You provide for us. 

Teach us to give with glad hearts, whether by cash, card, or click. 

Bless what we offer, that it may build Your Kingdom in this place 

and strengthen the growing vision we share across the churches of 

the Llynfi and Upper Afan Valleys. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Rev Rick 

 

Christmas Carols  

Many thanks to Vicar Bev for the following (true?) story… 

One night Vicar Bev went carol singing. She knocked on the door of 

a house and began to sing. A man with a violin in his hand came to 

the door. Within half a minute, tears were streaming down his face. 

Touched, Vicar Bev sang every carol she knew - and some she 

didn't. The man continued to weep gently throughout her 

performance. “I understand,” she said softly at last. “You are 

remembering your happy childhood Christmas days.”  

“No, not exactly,” he replied in a choked sort of voice. “I'm a 

musician!” 
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For Your Prayers 

We ask for your continued prayers… 

• For all the clergy who have served the Church and 

ministered to us throughout the year. For Archbishop 

Cherry, Bishop Mary, Archdeacon Anne-Marie and Area 

Dean Simon; In our own Ministry Area, we pray for Rev 

Rick, Rev Bev, Rev Lisa and Christoph - give thanks for 

the service they have given over the year and pray that 

they find some time to rest in the busy month of 

December. 

• For our Lay Chair, the Wardens, Sub-wardens and 

members of the Ministry Area Council and anyone who 

plays a part in the running of the Ministry Area. 

• For those who will find the Christmas season difficult; who 

are lonely, in need, grief, distress or who are unwell.  

• For our political leaders, that they may put God’s love, 

Jesus’ teachings and the needs of the people at the heart 

of their service.  

• For compassion, peace, security and justice in our country 

and in our world; For those working against racism, 

intolerance and hatred; For those fleeing persecution in 

their homelands and searching for sanctuary; For those 

suffering due to the many conflicts in our world, including 

in the Middle East and Ukraine.  

“O, hush your noise ye men of strife and hear the angels 

sing.” 
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Without Whom… 

Before we bid a thankful farewell to 2025 your beleaguered 

Magazine Editor has a few heartfelt Thank Yous to dole out…  

 To our hardworking Ministry Team, our MA Leader Rev 

Rick, Rev Bev, Rev Lisa and our ordinand Christoph for 

their contributions, suggestions and patience with me 

throughout another year. Also to our outgoing Lay Chair, 

Ann, for her support over the years. 

 To all those who have made contributions to the magazine 

in any way in 2025 - in particular our wonderful 

correspondents Mandy Miller (St Cynwyd’s), Jane Mullins 

(St Michael’s), Jane Proctor (St John’s), Lynne Hodges 

(Mothers’ Union and Christian Aid), Sue Thomas (Mothers’ 

Union) and Heather Edwards (Eco-Church).  

 To all those who have been working to get the magazine 

(in whatever form it has appeared) to its readership – 

particularly to those readers who have no internet access. 

In particular to our former Administrator Ceri Ann for her 

printing skills. 

 To all you, kind and patient readers who have stuck with 

us through another year and have continued to offer 

support, submissions and Caption Competition entries. 

 Finally, to my wonderful wife (and proof reader!) Jane who 

is always the first to cast a critical eye over the magazine 

and continues to keep me afloat (in life as well as in 

magazine editing) with love, support and exceptionally 

wise advice. Where would I be without her? Here’s to 

plenty of those Happy Times and Places in the New Year! 
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Regular Services for December  

Tuesday 2nd    St Cynfelyn’s   10am    Holy Eucharist  

Wed 3rd     St Michael’s  10am    Holy Eucharist 

Friday 5th       St David’s 10:30am  Eucharist & Warm Hub 

Sunday 7th    St Michael’s   9am     Holy Eucharist 

       10.30am  Holy Eucharist 

    St John’s     9.45am   Holy Eucharist 

    St Cynwyd’s      6pm  Holy Eucharist  

Tuesday 9th    St Cynfelyn’s    10am     Holy Eucharist 

    St David’s       7pm Contemporary Worship  

Wed 10th     St Michael’s   10am    Holy Eucharist 

Friday 12th      St David’s 10:30am Eucharist & Warm Hub  

Sunday 14th    St Michael’s    9am     Holy Eucharist 

       10.30am   Holy Eucharist 

    St John’s     9.45am    Holy Eucharist 

    St Cynwyd’s      6pm  Holy Eucharist 

Tuesday 16th         St Cynfelyn’s    10am    Holy Eucharist  

Wed 17th        St Michael’s  10am    Holy Eucharist 

Friday 19th      St David’s 10:30am Eucharist & Warm Hub 

Sunday 21st      St Michael’s   9am     Holy Eucharist 

       10.30am   Holy Eucharist 

    St John’s      9.45am   Holy Eucharist 

Tuesday 23rd     St Cynfelyn’s    10am    Holy Eucharist  

    St David’s   7pm     Sanctuary Service 

Tuesday 30th   St Cynfelyn’s    10am    Holy Eucharist  
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Wed 31st         St Michael’s      10am   Holy Eucharist  

 

Services for Advent and Christmas 

 
Sunday 14th  Carols and Lessons         St Michael’s, 6pm 

Sunday 21st   Carols by Candlelight        St Cynwyd’s, 6pm 

Wednesday 24th - Christmas Eve 

              Crib Service & Christingle                  St Michael’s, 4pm 

Midnight Mass            St John’s, 7pm 

Midnight Mass          St Cynwyd’s, 9pm 

Midnight Mass                St Michael’s 11pm 

Midnight Mass             St Cynfelyn’s 11:30pm 

Thursday 25th - Christmas Day 

Holy Eucharist        St Cynwyd’s, 10am 

Friday 26th - Boxing Day 

Eucharist with Carols         St Michael’s, 10am 

Sunday 29th -  Joint MA United Eucharist     St Michael’s, 10:30am 
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News from St Cynfelyn’s 

 

  

Thankfully the rainy weather of the week before cleared up enough 

for St Cynfelyn’s Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 15th November. 

There were plenty of stalls to peruse for early Christmas shoppers 

and some wonderful refreshments. It was good to see so many 

from the Caerau community and from across the Ministry Area 

there to support this venture. Many thanks to everyone who helped 

out to make this Bazaar a success. 

If you’re awake on Christmas Eve, why not pop along to St 

Cynfelyn’s to welcome in Christmas. Our midnight mass service 

begins at 11.30pm. Hope to see you there. 

Also please don’t forget St Cynfelyn’s weekly service of Holy 

Eucharist which is held every Tuesday at 10am. It would be 

wonderful to see you there! 
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News from St Cynwyd’s 

 

 

 

 

 

Correspondent: Mandy Millar 

Many thanks to Sue Thomas for stepping in while Mandy is unwell 

The Harvest Supper and our Coffee morning 

held in Llan village hall were a great success. 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the 

food and those who came to support us. 

3rd November arrived, a dark, wet and extremely 

windy morning. A crowd gathered in anticipation 

of the wonderful sight of poppies cascading 

down the tower! Our three intrepid explorers 

made their way up the tower (don’t mention 

spiders to Vicar!). The poppies were secured at 

the bottom and the three returned to admire 

their work. Vicar said a prayer and as we said 

“Amen,” a tremendous gust of wind came and 

the poppies were suddenly flying like a banner! 

Well at least they were on the tower for 10 

minutes! They are now safely displayed inside 

the church where at least the sun won’t fade them. A huge thank 

you to Vicar, Christoph and the British Legion for all their help. Our 

grateful thanks to the children of Llangynwyd Primary School who 

put on such a wonderful display of their work. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwib-cSz8JfnAhXm4IUKHbLIDI4QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D2ahUKEwj9qbGt8JfnAhVDXRoKHdu9AB4QjRx6BAgBEAQ%26url%3Dhttps://www.flickr.com/photos/fetaliesin/4272099402/%26psig%3DAOvVaw2qUt8l4MFKWP9flWYFpXG0%26ust%3D1579805513535336&psig=AOvVaw2qUt8l4MFKWP9flWYFpXG0&ust=1579805513535336
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At our last Graveyard Committee meeting we discussed making 

“pew ends” for Christmas. These will be put on the pews for our 

Carol service on 21st December, if people wish to place them on 

graves after the service, they would be most welcome. Please let us 

know if you would like to sponsor one (or more) for a minimum 

donation of £5. We shall be making them up and cleaning the 

church on Wednesday 17th December at 10am. If anyone has an 

hour to spare, we’d appreciate any help. 

Our Carol Service will be 6pm on Sunday 21st December. Once 

again, we will be joined by Tir Iarll WI and there will be 

refreshments following the service at the Old House. 

Please remember in your prayers 

Maureen Johns who is recovering from a 

recent hip operation. We hope to see her 

back in church soon. Also keep Mandy in 

your thoughts and prayers as she 

remains in hospital. 

As this is the last magazine of the year, I 

would like to take the opportunity to 

thank everyone for their help and support 

throughout the year. So many of you 

help to make our services so spiritual, 

joyful and special. 

Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda I Bawb 

      Sue 
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News from St David’s 

 

Correspondent – Lynne Hodges 

We’re back in business – not just a little bit back, but mega 

back – Praise the Lord! 

The extract below is from the final notes from St David’s Church for 

the June 2024 magazine: 

“Going forward we still have our unique WhatsApp group that will 

continue as we travel to new pastures. Saint David’s Church will 

now be ‘on tour’ coming to a church near you soon. Make sure you 

give them a big welcome. That is all from me for now, I may be 

back sooner than you think!!!!!!   Brian” 

At the time of writing the notes, Brian had absolutely no idea what 

God had in store for St David’s Church, and neither did any of the 

congregation, there was no imagination left, and all hope had gone. 

Then God sent us the Rev’d Rick Gratton and, since then, we 

haven’t looked back. 

Glory be - Back in November 2024 – St David’s Church re-opened 

her doors, for weekday services and special events. Alleluia! 

Our first service, on 12th November 2024, was the induction of Rev 

Rick as the Chairperson of the Llynfi Valley Council of Churches... it 

was a wonderful event, and the snowball began to roll!  
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In December 2024, we hosted the Christmas Experience, and soon 

we started having a Contemporary Services and Sanctuary 

Services on Tuesdays, once a month. We celebrated our first 

Eucharist Service on St David’s Day, and what a joyous day that 

was – we were well and truly, ‘back home.’ 

Just before Easter, the Easter Experience was held here, and yet 

again, the church was full of the chatter and joy, of the children of 

the local schools – under the ever watchful eyes of both Rev Rick 

and Rev Lisa, (who is greatly influential in these ventures and 

deserves our hearty thanks. )   

In October, we enjoyed and afternoon of ‘ploughing and scattering’, 

as we sang our hymns of praise for the LVCT first ever, Harvest 

Praise. Yet another wonderful day. 

But now we get to the best 

bit….. 

From 31st October 2025, we 

started having our own 

Weekly Eucharist Services, 

every Friday, and not only 

did we start having our 

services, but the Warm Hub 

programme was also 

introduced on that day… we 

don’t do things by halves in St David’s Church. Our Friday Services 

are going from strength to strength, as we worship, in our lovely 

warm and friendly church, where God’s love is tangible, and new 

friendships are forming. After the service, refreshments of 

tea/coffee, or a bowl of nice hot home-made soup, followed by 

home-made cakes are available, free of charge.   

The Warm Hub opens then at 11:30am, for anyone off the streets to 

come and join us, and it’s nice to see ‘our regulars’ coming back 

weekly. We’ve had a few ‘oops moments’ over the last 4 weeks, 

like the first week, when all the Warm Hub was all prepared, but 
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no Bread and Wine for the 

Eucharist…. (Thankfully, Rev Rick 

saved the day). I’m sure we’ll 

continue to have ‘oops moments’ – 

but it does show, what can be 

done, even in a church without 

facilities, and we look forward to the 

day, when the church is completely 

refurbished, with a café area and 

toilets – and even a mezzanine 

floor! 

The snowball  is indeed 

picking up momentum, 

and we are praying 

earnestly, that the Lottery 

Grant Funding will be approved, and that our vision becomes a 

reality, a reality that will not only support Christian activities in the 

Llynfi Valley, but secular ones to.   

Please keep in your prayers all the Ministry Team, as they  work so 

hard in the valley, telling the story of God’s love, and let’s hope we 

can turn all the oops moments, with love,  into “ahh” moments. 

And what about the hall, I hear you say… well, we’ll save that for 

next month. 

As the festive season fast approaches, we wish you all A 

Very Merry Christmas, and a Healthy, and Happy New 

Year. 

Take care and God bless 

Lynne 
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News from St John the Baptist 

 

Correspondent - Jane Proctor 

Here in Glyncorrwg the weather has officially turned wintry, we 

have had a couple of snow flurries (that didn’t settle), a hail shower, 

several frosts and the response is that heating is on and fires are lit. 

If only we could get rid of the rain for a while. Coats, hats, scarves 

and gloves are very much required dress now.  

Graham has at last  had his hip replacement operation and we pray 

for him and wish him a pain-free recovery. 

The congregation are quietly, excited about preparing for two 

Christmas Tree festivals, the one at St. Michael’s (Stars and the 

Christmas Story) beginning 11th December and the one in Noddfa 

Community Centre beginning 17th December, Glyncorrwg. 

Like all the other churches we are going through our compliance 

and electrical checks, cross fingers nothing expensive gets 

highlighted.  

Looking ahead there will be… 

 Messy Church in the Noddfa Centre Glyncorrwg 6th December 

10:30am. It was good to see more helpers from the village at the 

November Messy Church and we look forward to increasing our 

flock of sheep on the Glyncorrwg Flock posters. 

 Ty Nant Carols Thursday 18th December 2:00pm 

 Pew End Memorial Flowers Saturday 20th December 10:00am – 

4:00pm with raffle, tea, coffee, cakes 

 St. John the Baptist Christmas Mass 24th December 7:00pm 

Wishing everyone a Happy Christmas - God bless to all.  
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News from St Michael’s 

 

Correspondent: Jane Mullins 

“Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus that we 
may share in the song of the angels,  

the gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the wise 
men. 

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the 
world. 

Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every 
greeting. 

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings and 
teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be your children 
and the Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful 
thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake.’’ 

Robert Louis Stevenson 

 

The Vicar is once again inviting everyone to his Christmas 

Party which will be held in the Crypt on Friday 19th December. 

Who will win the Christmas jumper and festive headgear 

competition? Will the Elfkini make a return appearance? Will 

anyone drink the gin this year? To discover the answers to 
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these and other profound questions, join Vicar in the Crypt on 

the 19th to find out.  

Our Carol service will be held at 6pm on 14th December with 

lessons, readings and special carols sung by the Choir and, as 

in the last two years, will mark the end of the Tree Festival. On 

Christmas Eve, there will be the Crib Service in the afternoon 

and we celebrate the Nativity of our Lord, with the service of 

Midnight Mass which begins at 11pm.  

As usual, there is so much happening during December so 

please see the calendar and notices for times of services and 

events in our churches throughout Advent and the Christmas 

period. May we all enjoy a peaceful Christmas and a happy, 

healthy New Year. 

 

Christmas Tree and Craft Festival 

The Christmas Tree Festival will be held at St Michael’s from 

11th – 14th December with the church once again lit up by 

beautifully decorated trees on display from schools, businesses 

and organisations from our town. There will be the usual 

refreshments available in the Crypt along with an opportunity to 

view and/or purchase some of the craftwork on display.  

There will also be a Carol Service at 6pm on Sunday 14th 

December which will be followed by refreshments in the Crypt 

when the Raffle will be drawn. If you are able help in the run up, 

during and/or after the festival, please tell Sue Thomas, as all 

assistance will be greatly appreciated. Best wishes are sent to 

all who are involved in organising the festival; it is always a joy 

seeing the church illuminated with the warm glow of festive 

lights.  
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Carol Concert  

Curtain Up Youth Theatre, along with guests ‘Three and a Half 

Tenors,’ will be presenting the Annual Carol Concert in aid of 

Cancer Research on Friday 12th December at St Michael’s 

Church. This event has been an important occasion in the 

Cancer Research calendar for many years, raising much 

needed funds and we look forward to enjoying this year’s 

musical festive treat from Curtain Up and the Three and a Half 

Tenors. The concert will begin at 7pm, with tickets priced £7 

which are available from Lisa Howells, Ruth Whelan, Cancer 

Research committee members or can be purchased at the 

door. 

 

Advent Lunches 

As mentioned in last month’s magazine, Advent Lunches will be 

held on 4th, 10th and 18th December. Lunch will be served from 

12pm – 1.00pm and a warm welcome awaits all diners. As 

usual there is no fixed charge but donations will be gratefully 

received and shared between the two charities which this year 

will be the Mothers Union and Invisible Walls.    . 

 

Coffee Morning  

Thanks to everyone who supported the recent Coffee Morning 

at St Michael’s which was hosted by the Choir. It was a lovely 

morning and through your generosity was a great success, 

raising over £400 for Ministry Area funds. Grateful thanks to 

everyone who made or donated cakes and to St Cynwyd’s for 

donating the biscuits with special thanks to everyone for your 

attendance and continued support.      
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Bingo  

A large group gathered at the Crypt for the last session of our 

2025 Bingo fundraising evenings which was held on 20th 

November. As there will be no Bingo in December, it had been 

decided that the evening would have a Christmas theme and 

indeed there were mince pies and Christmas jumpers aplenty! 

These monthly Bingo sessions were set up by Tony Mullins as 

a regular fundraiser and we thank him for his work into this 

ongoing, productive money maker. Special thanks are also sent 

to Jane and Rhodri for their continued help and support, 

ensuring that the bar is well stocked so that the wine, lager or 

lemonade always flows freely. These have been enjoyable 

evenings and your support throughout the year has been much 

appreciated. Tony is pleased to say that the amount raised 

from the ten sessions this year is £1,312.12. Thank you! 

 

Anyone for a Raffle 

Ann Jones came across this raffle ticket which was bought in 

aid of Caerau Parish Renovation Fund in December 1958. 

There were so many prizes to win that I think they’ve just 

finished drawing the raffle last week! I don’t know whether the 
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prizes on offer will be legible in the 

magazine, but there were 76 of 

them, including Chocolates, Wine, 

Port, Ox Tongue, Cigarettes and my 

personal favourite, a Packet of 

Toilet Requisites! So, the next time 

we have a raffle that seems to go 

on forever, just be thankful we 

haven’t got 76 tickets to draw! By 

the way Ann, I don’t think you won 

anything, so you can probably throw 

the ticket now… 

 

100 Club Winners - November 

1st              Kevin Doyle           £30 

2nd           Lynne Harris Seal   £15 

For the eagle eyed, observant reader, this result is not a copy and 

paste from last month; these are the very people that won last 

month as well!! As Dr Ann, the voice of the balls said: “The odds 

must be pretty high for this to occur. The container is given a good 

shake after every draw and yet the same two names came out in 

the same order a month apart.” Congratulations to them both! 

 

Happy Retirement 

New Year’s Day 2026 will be a more than usually notable day 

for one of our congregation this year. It is the day that Jane 

Jones finally hangs up her working boots after just about half a 

century of public service! 

Jane first entered the world of work straight from school, two 

days after her 17th birthday, as a Clerical Officer in the NHS. 

Twelve years later, she followed in her father’s footsteps joining 
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South Wales Police in a police staff role in the Personnel 

Department. Jane rose through the ranks to become a 

respected HR Manager, with a wide range of responsibilities 

including heading up recruitment drives, organising promotion 

boards, dealing with disciplinary matters and saying “No” to 

scary senior officers! In 2015, after 27 years, Jane took early 

retirement and scaled down her working life. The lifelong 

friendships she had built during her time at South Wales Police 

and the esteem that she was held in by her colleagues, 

including those senior officers, is testament to the dedication 

and diligence she had brought to her work – work which 

contributed toward keeping the people of South Wales safe for 

over 2½ decades.  

Within days of leaving South Wales Police, Jane had secured a 

part time job as a Receptionist at Bronygarn Surgery, working 

alongside members of her Church family Ceri-Ann, Lynne and 

Dr Mathew. In 2019, she moved on again, taking an initially 

‘casual’ position in Bridgend’s Register Office of Births, Deaths 

and Marriages, supporting members of the public at the 

happiest and saddest times of their lives. In time, she became a 

Deputy Superintendent Registrar and began officiating at 

weddings (or, as her husband put it, “working for the 

opposition!”). Her work conducting ceremonies, in various 

venues including the Old House and Bryngarw, frequently 

elicited overwhelmingly positive reviews from happy couples. A 

highlight of this work was the opportunity to register the 

wedding of her nephew Samuel Heffey and his bride Cerys at 

Our Lady and St Patrick’s Church, Maesteg, last year, and then 

earlier this year, to register the birth of their beautiful daughter 

Cora.  

The New Year brings a new chapter to Jane’s life – a chapter 

free from work and, no doubt filled with many adventures and 
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exciting new experiences to come! Thank you from all of us for 

your nearly 50 years of diligent service to the community, Jane 

- we wish you a happy, blessed and rewarding retirement! 

 

Thanks to Ann Jones for the following Festive Debate 

Jesus v Santa 

Santa lives in the North Pole 

Jesus is everywhere 

 

  Santa rides a sleigh 

Jesus rides the wind and walks on water 

 

Santa comes but once a year 

Jesus is ever present 

 

Santa fills your stockings with goodies 

Jesus supplies all your needs 

 

Santa lets you sit on his lap 

Jesus lets you rest in His arms 

 

Santa has to ask your name 

Jesus already knows. He even knows how many hairs are on our 
heads 

 

Santa offers “Ho, Ho, Ho” 

Jesus offers health, help and hope 

 

Santa’s little helpers make toys 

Jesus makes new life and mends broken hearts 
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Santa may make you chuckle 

Jesus gives you joy 

 

While Santa puts gifts under your tree 

Jesus became our gift and died on the tree 

 

Book of Remembrance 

We remember those whose names are written in our Book  

of Remembrance for December.  

 

Doris May Williams      29th April 1900 – 20th December 1996 

Violet May Jones             18th December 1918–25th Dec 2002 

Anthony Thomas            30th June 1953 – 21st December 1953 

Gerald John Griffiths      21st May 1928 – 15th December 1990 

Elizabeth Mary Rees       25th April 1921 – 29th December 2006 

Elizabeth Ann Price        4th November 1935 – 27th Dec 2006 

Nesta Brewer Herbert     24th May 1932 – 21st December 2007 

Hector Russell Thomas  4th November 1921 – 20th Dec 2006 

Walter Pearson                4th December 1952-15th Dec 1972 

Albert Grenfell Trezise       3rd September 1917- 9th Dec 2011 

Christopher Lee Allen  9th November 1970-1st Dec 1998 

David Cynwyd Thomas  10th July 1926 - 25th December  2014 

Griffith Thomas Daniel    15th March 1931-13th December  2018 

 

May they Rest In Peace and Rise in Glory. 
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Deadline 

For copy to be included in the January 2026 magazine 

Sunday 28th December  

 

A Note on Deadlines 

“I love Deadlines. I love the whooshing noise they make as they fly by!”

        Douglas Adams 

The current magazine Deadline – two Sundays before the end of the 

month – is a hangover from the days when the magazine was 

professionally printed. (It would allow for a week to compile the 

magazine and a week at the printers so that it would be ready for the 

first Sunday of the month.) 

Times have changed and we are now a very busy modern Ministry Area 

with lots going on every month and it has become trickier to get some 

details and dates together in time for the current deadline. 

Therefore, from the New Year, Deadlines will be set for a week before 

the end of the month – generally, but not always, the last Sunday of the 

month. This will hopefully allow enough time for the magazine to be 

finalised by the beginning of the next month. I will however email a polite 

reminder around regular correspondents and clergy the week before the 

Deadline, so that (hopefully) everything will be submitted in time. 

Don’t forget that if anyone has anything you would like to include in the 

magazine, please send it to llanmagazine@btconnect.com by the 

Deadline. All submissions are most welcome! 

Many thanks 

Rhodri 

 

 

mailto:llanmagazine@btconnect.com
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The Christmas Story 

Luke 2. 1-20 (New King James Version) 

 

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from 

Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 

census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. So 

all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 

Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, 

into Judea, to the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 

David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was 

with child. So it was, that while they were there, the days were 

completed for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her 

firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid 

Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the 

inn. 

Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the 

fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an 

angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you 

good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is 

born to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ 
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the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe 

wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying: 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth  peace, goodwill 

towards men!” 

So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into 

heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which 

the Lord has made known to us.” And they came with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 

Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the 

saying which was told them concerning this Child. And all those 

who heard it marvelled at those things which were told them by 

the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things and pondered 

them in her heart. Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and  

praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as 

it was told them. 
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The Inescapable Christmas Quiz 

Yes, here it is at last, with all the inevitability of a Boxing Day 

Bond film (actually, does that happen nowadays?) - the MA 

Magazine’s Christmas Quiz. It’s what you’ve been waiting for all 

year long! Well, even if you haven’t, it’s a tradition now, and you 

do away with Christmas traditions at your peril (just try putting 

your tree up in a different part of the room and see what 

happens!! Or not showing a Bond film on Boxing Day!). 

Anyway, here are ten Christmassy posers for you to ponder 

over. There is the usual chance to win the prize of a Chocolate 

Orange on offer to anyone brave enough to send in their 

answers by the December deadline – the winning entry will be 

drawn from a tatty Santa hat by my glamourous assistant Jane. 

(Time has not been kind to the old Chocolate Orange, 

unclaimed for years by either of our regular readers, and it has 

now been retired to the Hazardous Waste Centre. But don’t 

worry, our Treasurer has promised to fund a replacement on 

the understanding it will last us another decade!)  

 

1. Speaking of Bond, in which film did Pierce 

Brosnan’s 007 romance nuclear physicist 

Dr Christmas Jones?  

2. In November, King Charles met and prayed with 

Pope Leo XIV – no doubt he’ll mention it in his Christmas 

Day message. Who was the last British Monarch to pray 

with a Pope?  

3. Which famous scientist, who liked a ponder under an 

apple tree, was born on Christmas Day, 1642? 
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4.  Stormy weather played havoc 

with our plans last December and a 

Red weather warning was issued by 

the Met Office. What was the name of 

the storm that hit us? 

5. If someone were to wish you “Feliz Navidad,” in what 

language would they be speaking? 

6. How many gifts in total were given by my True Love 

(before s/he was banned from the house) in “The Twelve 

Days of Christmas”? 

7. True or False – In Ukraine, it is traditional to decorate your 

Christmas Tree with spiders’ webs. 

8. Which well loved Christmas Carol is sung to the tune 

Mendelssohn? 

9. The names of three of Santa’s reindeer 

begin with a ‘D’. Please name them. 

10. How many times in this magazine 

does the word ‘Christmas’ appear? (I’m including 

permutations such as ‘Christmassy’ and ‘Christmastime’ 

and abbreviations. Also the word in different languages 

e.g. Noel). Good luck! 

  

 

Christmas Songs - “What’s That Got to do with 

Christmas!?” Part III 

I fondly remember a Christmas Eve of long ago spent in a 

Commercial Street pub with friends, joyfully belting out Slade’s 

Merry Xmas Everyone! along with the entire bar – an amazing 

unifying experience! - before heading up to church for Midnight 

Mass (on wobbly legs for some reason – not a helpful quality in 

a crucifer!) and belting out Hark the Herald with a church full of 



56 

 

worshippers with equal gusto and equal joy. The sacred/secular 

duality we find at Christmas is never more apparent than with 

festive music.  

This time of year, it’s hard not to hear, listen to and absorb 

some of the wealth of Christmas pop songs that have been 

produced over the years. They’re everywhere! (Pity us poor 

retailers!!) Some actually are religious (e.g. Harry Belafonte or 

Cliff Richard) but most focus on stockings, presents, flying 

snowmen, mistletoe and matters romantic. Some are truly 

wonderful and exuberant; some are crimes against humanity 

(the Jackson Five’s Santa Claus is Coming to Town – I’m 

thinking of you in particular!). 

But are these secular Christmas songs that we all love (or 

tolerate) really all that secular? Well, the answer is probably 

“yes” if we’re honest, but in the spirit of previous articles 

(looking at Christmas cards and Christmas films), I’ve had a 

listen on your behalf to a selection to try an ascertain whether 

or not a Christian message suitable for the season can be 

extracted.  

Oh, the things I do for my readers! 

 

Stop the Cavalry 

Jona Lewie 

OK, let’s start with an easy one. (Love this one, 

I know every word!) 

This anti-war song wasn’t actually written for 

the Christmas season at all – Lewie thought the 

line “Wish I was at home for Christmas,” 

worked well within the song’s theme.  
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At that first Christmas, the angels sung to the shepherds about 

“Peace on Earth and goodwill to all people” – the Christian way 

is to live in peace with our neighbours rather than to wage war. 

“Bang! That's another bomb on another town, while the Tsar 

and Jim have tea,” sings Lewie - words that resonate today in 

our war-torn world of suffering, extremism and self-

aggrandising politicians. 

Lewie suggests that it is the ordinary people of the world, who 

would rather live ordinary lives in a peaceful world according to 

God’s teachings, that would be best placed to deliver this 

peace, not their power-hungry overlords. “If I get elected… I will 

stop the cavalry.” Well, I’d vote for him! 

See also – “Happy Christmas (War is Over)” by John Lennon & 

Yoko Ono 

 

Merry Christmas Everybody  

Shakin’ Stevens 

This one is by a Welsh singer 

(a rarity!) and is therefore 

clearly a stone cold classic! It 

paints a picture of Christmas 

as a time of snow, presents, 

parties, dancing and kissing. 

(I’m going round Mr Stevens’ house this year!) It also mentions 

that Christmas is a season of love and understanding, chiming 

well with the Angels’ song to the shepherds. 

More troubling, is the sentiment “Oh I wish that every day was 

Christmas – what a nice way to spend the year!” Would that 

really be a nice way to spend the year? Well, of course, we live 

in a world where Christmas trees go up increasingly early, 

Channel 5 begins showing Christmas films in October and 
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Christmas chocolates first appear in the shops in July (trust me 

on this – I was there!). So the day when Christmas is with us all 

year round is fast approaching, meaning people will be heartily 

sick of it by December and the specialness of the Big Day itself, 

already diminished, will be lost. (Anyone seen my soap box?) 

However, perhaps the real message of the song is this – the 

spirit of the Christmas season is the “love and understanding”, 

the “Peace on Earth and goodwill to all people”, the joyful 

wonder at the incarnation of God as one of us. Wouldn’t it be 

wonderful to be able to carry that spirit and joy with us 

throughout the year and not just for a week or two in December 

(if we’re lucky)? Now that really would be a nice way to spend 

the year, wouldn’t it? 

 See also “I Wish it Could be Christmas Every Day” by Wizzard 

 

All I Want for Christmas is You 

Mariah Carey 

Oh please, don’t make me do this one! 

Alright, I’ll brace myself and go and give it 

another listen for you. Pity my poor ears. 

On the face of it this number is a harmless, 

catchy song from Mariah “Sorry-I’ve-

forgotten-the-tune-again” Carey. In it, she 

expresses her preference to having her romantic partner 

around for Christmas rather than having any presents (yes, we 

all believe her, don’t we?) while indulging in the sort of truly 

awful melisma (the musical art of ruining a perfectly fine tune) 

that would have any sensible romantic partner running for the 

hills. 
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Christians know that the heart of Christmas is the birth of Christ 

and it is this that we celebrate at this time of year. When we 

analyse what is important to us at Christmas, it is not the 

songs, turkey, mince pies, trees etc, it is the presence of God 

With Us. Jesus’ birth was God’s glorious gift to us, the only gift 

that truly matters. So, if you squint, the words “I don’t want a lot 

for Christmas, There is just one thing I need… All I Want for 

Christmas is You” could just about be seen as a prayer asking 

for Christ to come into our lives at Christmas...? 

That said, I wouldn’t say no to a Chocolate Orange on 

Christmas morning if Santa’s reading this!  

 

Wonderful Christmastime 

Paul McCartney 

A very peculiar song that irritates the more 

you hear and deconstruct it (or is it just 

me?).  

McCartney sings about “Simply having a 

wonderful Christmastime”. The message is 

to not over-complicate your festive 

arrangements. We can get bogged down in things like:  

 “Should I buy Aunty Bessie’s son’s granddaughter’s 

boyfriend a present?”  

 “I sent a lovely card to Jim in work and he didn’t get one 

for me!”  

 “There’s not enough chairs! How will I get everyone 

around the table for dinner?” 

 “Gold, silver or brown theme for the tree this year?” 

 “We need new outfits for our Boxing Day walk!” 

 “Oh no, Paul McCartney’s coming round and I haven’t got 

any vegetarian food in!” 
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Actually, what you need to do, as Sir Paul suggests, is simply 

to relax and enjoy Christmas. The more bogged down with stuff 

you get, the more you tend to miss what’s important – time with 

family, enjoying a Christmas carol, making time for the Christ 

Child in your festivities: “We’re here tonight, and that’s enough.” 

Also, just a thought, but that children’s choir can’t be up to 

much if they’ve been rehearsing that one song “all year long!” 

“Ding dong ding dong…” 

 

Step Into Christmas 

Elton John  

Sorry, but why is Sir Elton sending a 

Christmas card to someone to say “It’s 

nice to have you here” when that person 

is surely in the same room? Just tell 

them! Save a stamp! 

That aside, this is a jolly upbeat number 

that encourages us to celebrate Christmas in style. This is a 

very special time of year when we mark the birth of Jesus by 

getting together, eating and drinking too much, dancing etc. Sir 

Elton encourages us to celebrate the season together – St Paul 

(not McCartney!) says “make my joy complete by being like-

minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one 

mind” (Philippians 2.2). Christians are taught the value of 

worshipping, working and celebrating together in one 

community of faith. We are also encouraged to welcome others 

into that fellowship – “So hop aboard the turntable. Oh, step 

into Christmas with me”!  

Oh, and don’t forget, “the admission’s free!” 
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Merry Xmas Everyone 

Slade 

“So here it is, Merry Christmas 

Everybody's having fun 

Look to the future now 

It's only just begun!” 

Look, you can over-analyse this stuff, so:  

 whatever your faith or belief system, 

 whatever month you’ve chosen to put up your tree and 

whatever colour scheme you’ve gone with, 

 whatever you’ve asked Santa for,   

 whatever part of this big old globe you’re from,  

 wherever you’ll spend Christmas this year, 

 And whatever your taste in Christmas music… 

Have a very Merry Christmas everyone! 

“It’s CHRIIIIIISTMAS!” 

 

The Last Word 

“Take care in all you do next year 

And keep smiling through the days… 

Merry Christmas, one and all 

There's no place I'd rather be 

Than asking you if you'd oblige 

Stepping into Christmas with me!” 

Bernie Taupin (and Sir Elton John!) 

 

https://genius.com/27390279/Slade-merry-xmas-everybody/So-here-it-is-merry-christmas-everybodys-having-fun-look-to-the-future-now-its-only-just-begun
https://genius.com/27390279/Slade-merry-xmas-everybody/So-here-it-is-merry-christmas-everybodys-having-fun-look-to-the-future-now-its-only-just-begun
https://genius.com/27390279/Slade-merry-xmas-everybody/So-here-it-is-merry-christmas-everybodys-having-fun-look-to-the-future-now-its-only-just-begun
https://genius.com/27390279/Slade-merry-xmas-everybody/So-here-it-is-merry-christmas-everybodys-having-fun-look-to-the-future-now-its-only-just-begun
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WISHING A HAPPY AND 

BLESSED CHRISTMAS 

TO ALL OUR READERS! 
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BEAUTIFUL BLOOMS 

Floral Design 
29 Commercial Street, Maesteg, 

CF34 9DH 

07595 477 314  

beautiful.blooms@mail.com 
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“And He (Jesus) overturned the tables of the money changers . . .” 

Matthew 21, v12 

Jesus turned the tables on 
the overcharging money 
changers in 

Biblical times ɂ now you 
can follow His example by 
turning the tables on the 
modern day 

ȬÌÏÁÎ ÓÈÁÒËÓȟȭ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ 
join and support your 

local  CREDIT UNION! 

THE LLYNFI VALLEY CREDIT UNION IS HERE TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE! 

Casting out the money changers by Giotto, 14th Century. 
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IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ȅŜǘΚ LŦ ƴƻǘΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ 
out on GENUINE FINANCIAL BENEFITS! 

You can save as little or as much as you like, from just 50p upwards, 

and after 

6 weeks of regular saving, you could take out a loan for twice the 
amount you have saved, at a mere 2% interest (per month), which 
decreases as you pay off your balance! 

Plus, you can continue saving whilst paying off your loan. 

You can also pay in via your bank by standing order. 

Whatever you need to save or take out a loan for, the LLYNFI VALLEY 

CREDIT 

UNION won’t cheat and overcharge you! We ‘go the extra mile’ (as 
Jesus said) to provide our members with good, honest and fair 
service every time. 

Loans issued subject to regularity of savings. First loan cannot exceed £1,000. Maximum loan: 

£3,000. 

For more information, call in and talk to us at: 

15a Talbot Street, Maesteg CF34 9BW 177 Caerau Road, Caerau 
CF34 0PD Telephone 01656 731392Telephone 
01656 451610 

Mondays—Saturdays Mondays, Tuesdays & 

Fridays 

9am to 1pm9am to 1pm 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (No: 213861) 
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          Christmas! 

Owen E. Jones & Co. Ltd. 

ZOARCHAPELOFREST 

ZOAR AVENUE, MAESTEG CF34 9UT 

Maestegôs only family-run Funeral 

Business 

Directors: 

Hywel, Rowena & Gareth Watts 

Established 1890 

24-HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE PRE-

PAYMENT 

FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE  

TELEPHONE 

01656 733167 

 Insure locally with . . . All types of INSURANCE 

MOTOR 

R. McGEE HOUSEHOLD 

COMMERCIAL  

 126 Commercial St, Maesteg Authorised and regulated by 

 Telephone (01656) 733517 the Financial Services Authority 

 

 
 
 


